DIFFRACTION OF RONTGEN RAYS
of very thin gold leaf in the tube. Sir George Stokes gave a beautifully clear and animated exposition of his theory of Rontgen ray.
Among the guests of the Association were Drs. Elster and Geitel, who furnish the most remarkable instance on record of a lifelong partnership in research in physics extending over forty years. They were boys together at the same school; for thirty-nine years they were both teachers in the secondary school at Wolfenbuttel; they lived the greater part of their lives in the same house, which had a well-equipped physical laboratory where their research was done, and though they were offered a dual university chair they preferred to stay at Wolfenbuttel. Their work covered a very wide range : conduction of electricity through flames, photo-electric effects, problems in phosphorescence and in meteorology. It was all of very high quality and forms a very valuable and substantial contribution to physics. Personally they were the most delightful companions, with charming old-world manners. They were both keen gardeners, and in their greenhouse they not only grew flowers, but also bred highly coloured butterflies to settle upon them.
It was at the Liverpool meeting of the British Association that Sir "William Preece, the electrical engineer to the Post Office, announced that a young Italian inventor named Marconi had come over with a new method of signalling through space, and that the Post Office were giving him facilities for testing it. Marconi's first patent was taken out in 1896. The Liverpool meeting was also memorable as being the first meeting attended by Ernest Rutherford, who had come to Cambridge a short time before as a research student.
As Rontgen rays are light of very small wave-length 409